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rejoice and suffer with others, as well as with
ourselves; and makes their welfare in some
degree traverse our own. It is this sense of
sympathy, and this alone, that, for the positive
thinker, makes virtue possible. It alone con-
secrates the beggarly elements of our own pain,
changing the substance of it although it leaves
the accidents, and makes us partakers sacra-
mentally of the agreeable feelings of our neigh-
bours, and even of our remote posterity.

It will be seen that, thus analysed, a virtuous
act is this. It is an act whose necessary con-
comitants are two distinct feelings, a feeling of
personal pain, and a feeling of vicarious pleasure
that outweighs it. Each of these two is equally
necessary. Without the first, the act would not
be virtuous ; without the second, it would not
be possible. But yet more is implied than this.
In producing the clear balance of vicarious
pleasure, in securing its final victory over per-
sonal pain, it is understood always that there is
a struggle, never easy, and in some cases des-
perate ; and the one end and object of all moral
systems is neither more nor less than to succour
and guide the combatant. When the triumph is
won, says Miss Bevington, it is a triumph ofc will; *